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Introduction  

This event brought together multi-disciplinary researchers, practitioners and students to jointly 

identify the challenges for implementing the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015 -

2030 and the ways for young scientists to address these in future research.  

 

The objectives of the event were to: 

 

ǒ Increase awareness among young scientists about Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk 

Reduction implementation  

ǒ Collate existing research knowledge on DRR within the water sector and identify research 

gaps in relation to the Sendai Frameworks Priorities for Action 

ǒ Identify opportunities to continue multidisciplinary research by young scientists and early 

career researchers  

ǒ Formulate input and support for the thematic groups under the Young Scientists Platform on 

Disaster Risk Reduction being co-ordinated by UN Major Group for Children and Youth 

 

The programme had a number of different components. To set the scene introductions were 

provided on the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015 - 2030, the UNISDR Science 

and Technology Partnership and The Young Scientists Platform on DRR. Next, four young scientists 

presented their own research framed under one of the Priorities for Action of the Sendai Framework. 

These presentations set the stage for four interactive breakout sessions on the following related 

topics; 

 

1. Priority for Action 1: Understanding Disaster Risk  

2. Priority for Action 2: Disaster Risk Governance 

3. Priority for Action 3: Investing in resilience: Eco-DRR  

4. Priority for Action 4: Enhancing disaster preparedness for effective response and to ñBuild 

Back Betterò in recovery, rehabilitation and reconstruction: Early Warning  

 

During these breakouts the following questions were addressed:  

 

1. How is this topic addressed in DRR policy? 

2. What are the key research developments and partners on this topic? 

3. What are the existing research gaps? 

4. How can young scientists contribute to filling the gap? 

 

The facilitators pre-prepared the answers to questions 1 and 2 and presented them to the 

participants at the beginning of the session. The interactive part of the session involved collecting 

the research gaps and identifying how young scientists can contribute to filling the gaps. Upon 

registration for the event, participants were asked to identify research gaps (question 3) and the 

results were used by the facilitators to tailor the session.  The summarised results are presented in 

this document and the detailed programme can be seen on the following page.  
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09:30  Introduction and welcome Chris Zevenbergen, UNESCO-IHE 

09:40  Sendai Framework and the Science and Technology Partnership 
and Roadmap  

Ms. Virginia Murray Vice Chair UNISDR 
STAG   

09:50 Young Scientists Platform on DRR Annisa Triyanti, Focal point 

10:00 The power of networks for DRR Ms Mansi Jasuja, President, Alumni 
International, Erasmus University 
Rotterdam 

 Young Scientists sharing good practices and challenges  

10:10 Understanding disaster risk  Shima Ebrahimi,  TU Delft  

10:20 Governance: An arena for disaster risk reduction  Robert Sakic Trogrlic, Heriot Watt 
University 

10:30 Eco-DRR: Building with Nature for sustainable water management 
solutions   

Tim Busker, University of Utrecht  

10:40 Young Expert Programme & water treatment in Nicaragua Bayardo Gonzalez, YEP and TU-Delft 

11:00 Interactive breakout session 

Understanding disaster risk (B3) Andreas Burzel, Deltares 

Disaster risk governance (B2) Eric Chu, University of Amsterdam 

Eco-DRR Investing in resilience (B6) Annisa Triyanti, University of 
Amsterdam 

Preparedness and Early warning (B1) Lydia Cumiskey, Deltares  

11:45 Feedback (5 mins per group)   

12:10 Science-Policy  Closing remarks   Corsmas Goemans, Netherlands 
Ministry for Security and Justice 
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Participants  
 

Overall 102 people registered for the event from 

44 different countries, see below.  50 people 

attended the interactive breakout sessions.   

 

The event was live streamed and recorded for 

those that could not attend in person. See link 

here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RezAdR-

m0pM  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RezAdR-m0pM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RezAdR-m0pM
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The Young Scientists Platform on DRR was launched at the UNISDR Science & Technology 

conference in Geneva, January 2016, during a side event on the role of young scientists in the 

implementation of the Sendai Framework for DRR (see the Press Release Here). The Platform 

came about as a follow up action from the Children and Youth Forum at the Third World Conference 

on DRR and youthôs participation in the design of the Sendai Framework, facilitated by the UN Major 

Group of Children and Youth and supported by the UNISDR Secretariat and Science and 

Technology Advisory Group UNISDR. The young scientistôs roadmap on DRR has been created to 

complement the UNISDR Science and Technology Roadmap to support the implementation of the 

Sendai Framework for DRR. 

 

Thematic groups will be developed 

under the platform in line with the Priority 

Areas for Action of the Sendai Framework for 

DRR, see figure to the right. This will enable 

the platform to reach out to young scientists 

on specific topics and encourage 

intergenerational and multi-disciplinary 

research which can support the evidence 

based implementation of the Sendai 

Framework. The platform welcomes 

organisations and individuals to coordinate 

individual thematic groups and this was 

discussed during this event.  

 

 

 
  

http://www.preventionweb.net/news/view/47816
http://childrenyouth.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Young-scientists-roadmap-on-DRR.pdf
https://www.unisdr.org/files/45270_unisdrscienceandtechnologyroadmap.pdf
https://www.unisdr.org/files/45270_unisdrscienceandtechnologyroadmap.pdf

